Conjoined twins: medical, surgical and ethical challenges.
Four sets of conjoined twins were reviewed. One set was of the omphalopagus type with no associated abnormalities and were successfully separated at 12 days of age. The other three were of the thoracoomphalopagus type with major cardiac and other abnormalities, they were not amenable to surgery and did not survive. Conjoined twins require precise clinical and radiological evaluation. Many factors contribute to the management of such twins and ethical issues must be considered before surgical separation is undertaken.